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test of the standard of civilization to which that
people have reached..........*.............   It is their
formative principle, their ideal, the end which
they fulfil, and which determines them, not as
a cause operating from without but as a purpose
working itself out from within their course of
development from birth to death."
Judged by this standard, the soul of the In-
dian people is reflected in their intellectual life
whose steady outflow has enriched the world of
human knowledge. Indian culture is possessed
of some latent strength by which it has resisted
the ravages of time. India today stands at the
parting of ways. Political and social changes
have followed in bewildering succession. Her
eclectic culture has to envisage all that is best in
Eastern and Western cultures. No malicious
detraction of Indian civilization will hide its
true greatness for the modern world. Intellectual
dishonesty is perhaps the one besetting sin of all
superficial Western scholarship in relation to
Islam and India, and I have definitely kept myself
aloof from personal prejudices and predilections
in assessing the values of Indian culture. But
The Cultural JJofe of India is no mere echo of
other men's ideas. I have tried to make an in-
dependent approach to the subject of Indology,